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Dear Mr. President, Dear Mr. Speaker of Parliament Dear Mr. Prime minister, Dear Ministers, 

Dear members of Parliament, Dear Ambassadors and members of diplomatic corps, Dear 

representatives of religious communities, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear fellow citizens, 

We are here gathered today on a very special 14th of July, because it is a historic year, the one 

celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of the Republic of Kosovo. 

From this marking event until now, Kosovo has been able to rely on the unwavering support of 

France, the second country that has recognized Its Independence and which is currently 

organizing a cross-cultural year throughout the year to celebrate the friendship between our 

two countries. As a showcase over the last months, Mr. President Hashim THAÇI visited France 

in March 2018, where he met Mr. President Emmanuel MACRON. Mr. Kadri VESELI, Speaker of 

the Parliament, visited France on June 18th this year and finally, the visit of First Deputy Prime 

Minister Mr. Behgjet PACOLLI on the 8 of November 2017. I praise also the visit to Kosovo of 

Minister of State attached to the Minister of Armed Forces Ms. Geneviève DARRIEUSSECQ on the 

1st of last June.  

I would like to underline Kosovo’s willingness to his commitment with the Institutions of the 

Francophonie, marked this year by its participation in the Paris Summit, by its membership to 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Francophonie and its candidacy as an associate Member of 

the International Organization of the Francophonie. 

This friendship between the French Republic and the Republic of Kosovo, for the common ties 

with all Institutions and Communities, will be reinforced in the following years as this friendship 

is based as well on shared principles and values as on a common vision: an enlarged, open, 

generous but also rigorous and demanding Europe in the interest of All. In this perspective, I 

wish to remind President Macron's initiative to organize a World Forum for Peace in Paris next 

November, gathering Heads of State and of Government from the whole world, to which Kosovo 

is of course invited. 

Today, Kosovo benefits from the Stabilization and Association Agreement which is a major asset 

for its integration process into the European Union. On 6 February 2018, Kosovo was included in 

the European Union's enlargement strategy with all the countries of the Western Balkan region. 

This opens up new horizons for students, businesspersons and civil society, based on EU-

taxpayers-funded cooperation programs. 

However, if we look back to the path achieved, some goals have been reached and some are still 

in progress. Since 1999, significant steps have been made in terms of the setting up of State 

Institutions and public services organization. This has been possible with the valuable assistance 

of the international Community, including UNMIK and EULEX, but this success is first and 

foremost the one of the People of the Republic of Kosovo, who can and must be proud of it. 

However, many efforts have to be implemented in terms of rule of law, fight against corruption 

and organized crime, employment, education and health. This work must be undertaken not 

upon request of the international community, but to meet the needs and expectations of the 

People of the Republic of Kosovo. In a Europe in perpetual motion, facing unprecedented 

migration and terrorism crises, countries that are not moving forward can be sidelined, while 

others are still keeping up. That is why Kosovo must continue progressing in its reforms and 



adopt at the earliest convenience the laws and measures necessary for its development. Now is 

the time to speed up the fight against corruption and organized crime, by the actions undertaken 

by the Parliament, the judiciary system and the Administration, so that countries of the 

European Union are firmly convinced to make a positive decision for the liberalization of visas. 

The future of Kosovo depends to a large extent on the success of its economic development. It is 

important for foreign investors to have a better assessment of the country's potential. That is 

why a meeting was held last March at the French Business Confederation MEDEF International 

in Paris between Representatives of companies from both countries with the active role played 

by the Kosovo Francophone Business Club, KOCAF. And a new event bringing together French 

and Kosovan investors in Pristina is due to be held this autumn, aiming to create a better 

business climate in the country. Improvements have been highlighted by the issued World 

Bank's "Doing Business" report, but vigilance and special attention for fair treatment of 

investors are essential, especially when a foreign company is competing with a Kosovan 

company. 

I would also like to highlight the new hopes of reaching a legally binding mutual agreement in 

the dialogue with Serbia. This is a harsh way, due to difficult compromises from both sides to be 

found, in order to reach a whole normalization of relations and the full recognition of Kosovo by 

Serbia, expected by All here. It is important that all political parties in Kosovo show their sense 

of national interest and commit themselves on a constructive way to make this negotiation a 

success, by supporting the ones who conduct it on behalf of Kosovo. Reconciliation is 

indispensable for the stability of the entire region, as was the reconciliation between Germany 

and France for Europe.  

It is also important to keep in mind that the dialogue between both countries should also aim at 

improving the living and security conditions of the Kosovo Serb population, which for months 

has been very weakened by a significant increase of  unacceptable aggressions against members 

of the Serbian community throughout Kosovo, by violence resulting from the rise of organized 

crime networks in northern Ibar, by the pressure put on those who joined the KSF to compel 

them to resign and by the lack of progress in the investigation in Oliver IVANOVIC murder case. 

I would like to address a special thank to my Fellow Citizens present today, who contribute , 

with enthusiasm , efficiency, heart and soul to the relationships between our two countries, to 

those who work for the Embassy or for international Organizations (EULEX, European Union, 

UNMIK, Council of Europe), to businesspersons who foster the economic and trade bilateral 

exchanges, with special thanks to both KOCAF-Chairpersons, Mr. Rrahim PACOLLI and Mr. Roger 

FORNERIS, and also a very warm attention to the French Fellow Citizens working in Kosovo for 

humanitarian NGOs, and particularly PL4Y International and GAIA, which do so much work for 

underprivileged children and promote the living together spirit of all communities. 

I would also like to thank all the sponsors which have contribute to today’s event organization 

under the best conditions, in order to give French National Day its full splendor. 

My well wishes are conveyed to the French National Football Team facing the Croatian National 

Football Team at tomorrow’s Football World Cup final. I wish them a good game and may the 

best team win. 

Finally, I wish to conclude this speech by proposing a toast to the friendship and relationship 

between the French Republic and the Republic of Kosovo. 


